
 

 

District Governor  

Connie Walsh 

November is “Foundation Month!” Established more than 

100 years ago, The Rotary Foundation has spent more than 

$4 billion on life-changing, sustainable projects. Thank you 

to those who are consistent donors year after year. The Ro-

tary Foundation transforms your gifts into service projects 

that change lives both close to home and around the world. 

District Grants, Global Grants, Scholarships, and Peace 

Fellowships are funded through our gifts to The Rotary 

Foundation. The more generous your giving, the more 

money that comes back to our district to distribute to clubs 

for district grants. 

World Polio Day is always a wonderful opportunity to in-

crease awareness of the role that Rotary has played for 

many years in the fight to eradicate polio. We have made 

incredible progress, but as polio has returned to the head-

lines, let’s continue our dedicated focus on moving forward 

in our efforts to end this horrible, frightening disease that 

threatens children and adults all over the world. 

I thank you for your hard work, 

your donations, your advocacy, and 

everything that you have done for 

so many years. We are THIS close 

to eradicating polio! Our Rotary 

International theme for 2022–2023 

is “Imagine Rotary.” Let’s “Imagine 

Rotary, Polio Free.” 

Please consider donating to The Rotary Foundation: https://
my.rotary.org/en/donate. You can sign up to have your do-
nation automatically deducted from a credit card or bank 
account with your choice of amount and frequency of pay-
ment: https://my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct. 

November also means the holidays are right around the 
corner! If you’re traveling for Thanksgiving, I wish you 
and your family safe travels. What a wonderful time to get 
together in person with family and friends. May the beauty 
of Thanksgiving bring warmth and peace to your home. 

Blazing Trails Together in Rotary, 

Connie Walsh  
District Governor 2022–23 
Rotary International District 6490 

JULY 2022 

www.rotarydistrict6490.org 

Dates To Remember 

Nov. 9–10: Zone Membership Seminar (via Zoom) 

Nov. 9–17: Heart 2 Heart Trip to Mexico  

Nov. 11: Women of Rotary Speaker Series; Diane Hahn 

(via Zoom) 

Nov. 15: Club IRS 990s Due; Annual Filing Require-

ment 

Nov. 17: Global Grants Committee (via Zoom) 

Nov. 24: Happy Thanksgiving! 

Nov. 28: District Leadership Team Meeting (via Zoom) 

Dec. 3: Past District Governors Holiday Luncheon, 
Monticello Golf Club 

https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
https://my.rotary.org/en/rotary-direct


 

 

On Oct. 
16, Bloom-

ington 
Normal 
Sunrise 
Rotary 

members 
completed 
their 13th 

Annual 
Oktober-

fest 5K 
Run and 1 

Mile Fun 
Walk fund-

raiser to 
support 

the 
group’s 

Youth Ser-
vices and 

Central 
Catholic 

High 
School’s 
Rotaract 

Club. 

Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary Celebrates Oktoberfest 



 

 

Foundation Honors 

The Rotary Foundation recognized clubs in our 

district with recognition banners, certificates, and 

congratulatory letters for their 2021–2022 giving. 

District Governor Connie Walsh will be passing 

these along to clubs in the very near future. 

One of only 1,530 clubs to achieve Top Three 

Highest Per Capita Annual Giving honors in our 

district and receiving banners include: No. 1 

Bloomington-Normal Daybreak; No. 2 Dan-

ville; and No. 3 Gibson City. 

For clubs that achieved a minimum Annual Fund 

contribution of $100 per capita during the Rotary 

year with every dues-paying member contributing 

at least $25 to the Annual Fund, they received 

Every Rotarian, Every Year Club banners. These 

include Marshall, Mattoon, Monticello, and 

Paris. One of only 3,900 clubs worldwide attain 

this status. 

For clubs that achieved an average of $100 in per 

capital giving and 100-percent participation, with 

every dues-paying member contributing at least 

$25 to any or all the following during the Rotary 

year: Annual Fund, PolioPlus Fund, approved 

global grants, or Endowment Fund, they received 

100 percent  Foundation Giving Club banners. 

These clubs include Bloomington-Normal Sun-

set, Champaign-Urbana Illini After Five, Deca-

tur, Marshall, Mattoon, Monticello and Paris. 

One of only 4,500 clubs worldwide become a 

100% Foundation Giving Club. 

Clubs that contributed at least $1,500 to Rotary’s 

polio eradication efforts received End Polio Now:  

Countdown to History Campaign certificates of 

appreciation. Twelve clubs received certificates 

including Bloomington, Bloomington-Normal 

Sunrise, Champaign, Charleston, Decatur, Eff-

ingham, Lincoln, Mattoon, Monticello, Normal, 

Rantoul and Vandalia. 

Congratulations and thank you, everyone, for your 
generosity to The Rotary Foundation during 2021
–2022. Let’s keep the momentum moving forward 
during 2022–2023! 

Newsletter Submissions 
Submission deadline is the 20th of each month for 
the following month’s newsletter.  Submit items for 
future newsletters to Christine Walsh via email at 
cwalsh1974@gmail.com. Please begin subject line 
with “ROTARY NEWSLETTER.” 

District Governor Club Visits 

Above: District Governor Connie Walsh (left) with Moraine View 
Satellite Club members and their families. 

Below: District Governor Connie Walsh (center) visits Mattoon 
Rotary Club President Tina Stovall (left) and District Governor 
Nominee Mike Martin. 

Welcome to New Members! 

Thank You to  
Their Sponsors! 

Jeremy Beard, Decatur 

Linda Boone, Decatur 

Josh DeLong, Dwight 

Kathleen Horath, Decatur 

Josh Liddiard, Effingham Sunrise 

Valentina Logan, Decatur 

Jim McGuire, Champaign 

John Namoff, Champaign 

Amanda Wycoff Neaves, Bloomington-Normal Sunrise 

mailto:cwalsh1974@live.com


 

 

Order here 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_VC3aDEAPOOZyi0i9bQknFd2QORGpsPRbuyDHWNFHcW_Qig/viewform


 

 

Congratulations to the district clubs 
who have been approved for 2022 –
 2023 District Grant funding for their 
projects below! Thank you to each 
club and Rotarian for Serving to 
Change Lives. You will make a posi-
tive contribution in our communities 
and the world through these District 
Grants. 

Arcola—Community Development—
$2,000 

The Arcola Community Building is 
widely enjoyed by local citizens for 
public and private events, and its 
kitchen is an important facility for 
food-related fundraisers for the club 
and for activities of other groups. 
Club members will update the kitchen 
by thoroughly cleaning the space and 
painting it. They will supply non-slip 
floor mats and a new commercial 
stove with grant funds, matched by 
the club. 

Bloomington-Normal Daybreak—
Health—$1,384 

A local shelter is a restorative home 
for survivors of human trafficking and 
extreme abuse. This club will help the 
residents on their healing journey by 
building a gazebo, garden, and bird 
sanctuary to create a safe, healing 
space. Club members will work in 
teams to do the construction. Grant 
funds will fund the gazebo. 

Bloomington-Normal Pub Club—
Health—$2,000 

Some children in the local school dis-
trict share one pair of shoes in their 
household. If it is not a child's day for 
the shoes, they do not go to school. 
This club is working to supply shoes 
in various sizes to these children. 
Club members will liaison with Prom-
ise Shoes to purchase and distribute 
shoes. Grant funds will go for shoes. 
Club members will donate and hold 
fundraisers to raise additional funds. 
 

Bloomington-Normal Sunrise—
Education—$1,500 

Club members will serve as volun-
teers for the Children’s Discovery 
Museum after-school outreach pro-
gram STEAM activities. They will 
also support the Carle BroMenn Med-
ical Center literacy program by sup-
plying books and reading to young 
patients. Grant funds will purchase 
books for pediatrician offices. 

Bloomington-Normal Sunset—
Education—$700 

This club will work to provide e-
learning stations to a boys’ and a 
girls’ elementary school in the village 
of Jalamb, in the state of Maharashtra, 
India. These stations include a large tv 
monitor on the wall and software. 
These stations result in an increase in 
attendance and enrollment of students 
at the schools. A member of the club 
will travel to India to supervise the 
installation. 

Champaign—Community Develop-
ment—$1,755 

First String is an organization that 
brings sports programming to an un-
derserved area of the community. A 
popular program is the annual basket-
ball camp. Club members will volun-
teer at the camp and through the year 
to assist with such things as registra-
tion, serving meals, coaching, and 
other tasks. Grant funds will cover T-
shirts at the camp. 

Champaign-Urbana Illini Af-
ter Five—Education—$1,500 

The more that beginning readers read 
at home, the more they improve in a 
wide range of academic areas. This 
club will work with an elementary 
school to incentivize young readers by 
providing a visual display of home 
reading progress by grade, and prizes 
for reading done. Grant funds will go 
for books and prizes. Rotarians will 
participate by reading to students and 

participating in a reading event. 

Champaign-Urbana Sunrise—
Education—$2,000  

This club wants to help Books to Pris-
oners secure much-requested GED 
Test Prep guides for incarcerated peo-
ple in Illinois prisons. They will use 
grant funds to purchase at least 125 of 
the guides and hope to supplement 
that order with club member dona-
tions. Rotarians will select and donate 
books, then pack them for mailing at 
the Books to Prisoners workspace. 

Champaign West—Environment—
$2,000 

This club will plant milkweed in a 
natural area of Heritage Park to foster 
a monarch butterfly habitat, with edu-
cational signage and a QR code for 
additional self-study. This is expected 
to be a pilot project model for other 
clubs in the district and a future tourist 
destination. Grant funds will go to-
wards plants and a visitor bench. Club 
members will install, maintain, and 
sustain the milkweed habitat. 

Charleston—Community Develop-
ment—$2,000  

This club wants to create a multi-sport 
Rotary Field with signage, score-
board, and seating in Sister City Park 
as part of a larger community devel-
opment plan to promote sports and 
future economic development through 
tournaments. Grant funds will assist 
with scoreboard and bench costs. Club 
members will work with community 
leaders on the field and will do signif-
icant fundraising for project costs. 

Clinton—Community Development—
$2,000 

This club plans to replace old, dam-
aged basketball hoops at Rotary Park 
with new hoops to improve the park 
and to promote exercise of community 
members. Rotarians will work with 
the city on the installation of the new 

District Grant Awards for 2022–23 



 

 

basketball hoops and will participate in 
raising additional funds to cover the 
costs and freight. Grant funds will go 
towards the basketball hoop system. 

Danville—Health—$1,154 

This club plans to purchase camouflage 
book bags for local veterans, and fill 
them with basic needs items and re-
sources to assist in their transition to 
civilian life. Club members will pur-
chase and pack supplies, then organize 
an event where they can distribute the 
filled bags to service men and women. 
Grant funds will go for backpacks and 
basic needs items. 

Danville Sunrise—Health—$2,000 

This club wants to support mothers 
with essential items to raise a healthy 
child by working with the Danville 
Women's Clinic. Grant funds and club 
fundraising projects will allow the club 
to provide cribs, crib mattresses, and 
car seats to mothers in need. Club 
members will also help to deliver and 
set up essential items, and offer trans-
portation for moms to appointments. 

Decatur—Community Development—
$2,000 

This club plans to partner with local 
Decatur organizations for community 
revitalization and beautification by fix-
ing up homes and providing landscap-
ing assistance in blighted neighbor-
hoods. Funds will go towards tools and 
landscaping materials to assist low-
income and elderly residents. Rotarians 
and their families will assist with home 
repairs and beautification projects. 

Dwight—Community Development—
$500 

This club plans to purchase and install 
Rotary 4-Way Test signs near benches 
along a popular path in a local wooded 
park, and on the picnic shelter in Rota-
ry Park to increase public image and 
awareness of Rotary for walkers, jog-
gers, bikers, and those using the shel-
ter. Club members will install the sign-
age. 

Effingham—Education—$2,000 

Citizens who live outside of a public 
library taxing district cannot always 

afford a library card. This club wants to 
partner with Reader's Bridge to help 
provide library cards to these unserved 
people. Grant funds, plus club member 
donations, will fund library cards for 
25 families and support a library litera-
cy event. Rotarians are active in Read-
er's Bridge and will help with the li-
brary event. 

Effingham-Sunrise—Health—$2,000 

Installing a laundromat at Enduring 
Freedom Ministries will help families 
who do not own their own washer and 
dryer. Rotarians will prep, paint, stain, 
rough-in plumbing and electrical con-
nections, and install the laundry equip-
ment in the new laundry room. Grant 
funds will supplement club and mem-
ber contributions to purchase the con-
struction materials, washers/dryers, 
wash tub, and a folding table. 

Fairbury—Environment—$2,000 

Central Illinois sits within the migrato-
ry flight path for fall monarch migra-
tion. This club will create pollinator 
areas to provide habitats for monarch 
butterflies and other pollinators in 
Munz Nature Park. Grant funds will be 
supplemented by donations from the 
club and Pheasants Forever to purchase 
plants. Rotarians and families will do 
site preparation and installation of 
plants. 

Mattoon—Peace—$2,000 

Community youth can be displaced 
from their homes due to family crisis 
or domestic violence. This club will 
provide these youth with backpacks, 
personal hygiene products, and notes of 
encouragement to support them during 
these times. Grant funds will purchase 
backpacks and hygiene products. Club 
members will solicit or donate books, 
games, and activities, which will all be 
packed at club meetings. 

Metamora-Germantown Hills—
Education—$500 

To build student skills and character 
development, each grade level in the 
local grade school will be participating 
in a service project during the school 
year. Rotarians will assist with identi-
fying projects for the school to consid-
er and will welcome the students at 

their Rotary meetings when they attend 
to report on the projects. Grant funds 
will go towards service project sup-
plies. 

Moraine View—Community Develop-
ment—$2,000 

The Moraine View satellite club wants 
to help develop a parking lot into a 
more engaging, adaptable, and aesthet-
ic space to enhance the downtown 
business area of Le Roy. Club mem-
bers will provide landscape labor, pur-
chase and install plants, a stone path, 
and a Rotary bench to make it a more 
welcoming spot. They will fundraise to 
supplement grant funds, which go to-
wards the plants, bench, and stone 
path. 

Normal—Health—$2,000 

Dental healthcare is seriously lacking 
in coastal Kenya, Africa. This club is 
partnering with the Lamu Center in 
Kenya to support their mission of 
providing free preventative healthcare 
to local residents by providing equip-
ment, supplies, and dental tools to the 
clinic. Club members will provide do-
nations and hold fundraisers to supple-
ment grant funds. 

Paris—Community Development—
$2,000 

Previous playground equipment in Syl-
van Park was removed for a utility pro-
ject and it could not be returned due to 
age and safety standards. This club 
plans to partner with the Paris Park 
Board to provide new, safe equipment 
to again make the park a destination for 
local youth. Grant funds will go to-
wards new equipment. The club will 
assemble and install it with the help of 
the local InterAct Club. 

Rantoul—Community Development—
$2,000 

The Chanute Air Force Base was de-
commissioned years ago, but many 
service members have returned to 
Rantoul. The club wants to enhance the 
Veteran’s Memorial by using grant 
funds towards a granite bench, etched 
with a soldier and U.S. flag, as a place 
for veterans and visitors to rest and 
reflect. Rotarians will participate in a 
dedication event with the Regional 



 

 

District World Polio Day a 

Success 

On Oct. 24, 56 people attended the World Polio Day event at the 
Museum of the Grand Prairie in Mahomet, with 14 clubs from 
around District 6490 represented. People had an opportunity to 
view the museum’s exhibit on infectious disease, which included 
prominent displays on polio and malaria, talk to Champaign-
Urbana Public Health Administrator Julie Pryde; Kevin Martin-
dale, who donated his wife’s iron lung for the exhibit; and Drake 
Zimmerman and Hank Campbell, cochairs of the Rotarians 
Against Malaria Action Group. 

District Governor Connie Walsh and District Polio Chair Joe 
Mikulecky made brief remarks and presented certificates to repre-
sentatives from the following clubs for donating $1,500 or more to 
the End Polio Now campaign during the  
2021 –2022 year: Bloomington, Bloomington-Normal Sunrise, 
Charleston, Decatur, Effingham, Lincoln, Mattoon, Monticello, 
Normal, Rantoul, and Vandalia. A total of $856 was raised from a 
50/50 raffle, donations for pizza and purple pinkie cookies, and the 
sale of End Polio Now face masks. 

Veterans’ Memorial Organization. 

Tuscola—Community Development—$2,000 

This club has a project to provide a new play-
ground in Ervin Park. The club itself will pro-
vide significant funding, and club members 
will work with local organizations to secure 
additional capital, assist in preparing the site, 
build the equipment, name, and dedicate the 
playground, which will provide exercise and 
entertainment for youth from 5-12. Grant 
funds will go towards playground equipment. 

Urbana—Peace—$2,000 

The club will create a "peace park" in King 
Park, by developing a site to contemplate and 
pray for peace, unity and understanding, with 
the permanent installation of a peace pole, de-
signed with help from a local artist. Seating, 
landscaping, and interpretive signs will be add-
ed. Grant funds will go for a "paint your own 
peace pole" workshop. Other events will in-
volve Rotarians and neighborhood residents. 

District Governor Connie Walsh visited the Bloomington Pub Club Rotary during its October meeting, new member induction, and 
annual Halloween party. Great costumes and fun times! 

District Governor Joins Halloween Festivities 



 

 

By Surinder Sethi 
Chair, Friendship Exchange Committee 

Rotary District 6490 is sponsoring a Friendship Exchange 
with District 3040, India, in January 2023. I led the Group 
Study Exchange to India in 2001–2002 and also led Friend-
ship Exchanges in 2004 and 2009. We also had exchanges 
with the Rotary Club of Lugoj (RI District 2241), Romania, 
in 2015 and with Sao Carlos, Brazil, in 2006. Now, we are 
planning to have another exchange in January 2023 with 
District 3040. 

What is Friendship Exchange? 

Friendship Exchange is an international exchange program 
for Rotary members, families, and friends that allows par-
ticipants to take turns hosting one another in their homes 
and clubs. Participants may travel as individuals, couples, 
families, or groups, and may be Rotary members or not. 
Rotary’s most powerful tool for building peace in the world 
is  Rotary Friendship Exchange. 

Why Friendship Exchange With D3040 

Our district has sponsored a number of humanitarian pro-
jects since 1998 by way of Matching/Global Grants. The 
completed projects have helped low-income communities 
in their needs of safe drinking and domestic use water, 
school supplies, hospital equipment, and a variety of other 
projects. The most recent project sponsored was supplying 
a paramedics ambulance to Sagar Club of D3040 in 2021 
for a total cost of $57,425. The ambulance is to provide 
assistance to patients suffering fatal injuries, cardiac arrest, 
and a variety of trauma cases. The ambulance service is 
estimated to save 200 to 500 lives a year. Because we have 
a long association with D3040, not only in humanitarian 
projects but also in mutual exchanges like GSE and Friend-
ship, we plan to have another Friendship Exchange with 
them. Moreover, D3040 has invited us to visit them. In the 
past, D3040 has invited us, and we visited them and had 
very memorable experiences. Similarly, their Friendship 
team visited us and attended our district conference. We 
have a strong relationship and ties with District 3040. 

The Friendship Exchange with D3040 is a very rewarding 
experience. It will enable you to learn about India’s people, 
food, languages, customs, and history, and it will broaden 
your international understanding. It also will provide an 
opportunity to learn how a profession or business is carried 
out in India. It will build lasting friendships, it can provide 
opportunities for active project involvement and support, it 
will help in finding partners for grants, you will also be a 
part of Rotarians and clubs in different locations in India. 

Exchange Schedule with District 3040 

District 3040 has invited us again to visit their clubs, pro-
jects (including the ambulance in service), and attend their 
upcoming District Conference on January 7 and 8, 2023. 
The District Conference will be held at Agra, where the 
No. 1-ranked of the Seven Wonders of the World, the Taj 
Mahal—a monument of incredible elegance and architec-
tural perfection—is located. Of course, we will be visiting 
the Taj Mahal while attending the conference there. Taj 
Mahal is located about half a mile from conference venue. 

Here is a link to hotel and convention center for your refer-
ence. 

And here is the link to Taj Mahal. 

Samples of Past Exchanges 

I have uploaded Powerpoint slides of our 2009 exchange as 
an example. Here is the link to slides. 

Also, I have uploaded a short video, about 16 minutes long, 
of 2004 Friendship Exchange mixing with local Rotarians 
and villagers. 

The above two links, as samples of past visits, will be 
available on the server until Dec. 20. 

Friendship Exchange Plan 

We are planning visiting D3040 from Jan. 5 to 14, although 
you can make your visit longer or shorter, before or after 
the official dates. 

Flexibility is one of the most exciting aspects of this 
Friendship Exchange. 

Participants may depart as early as Jan. 4 or as late as Jan. 
9, depending on their personal or work calendars. Partici-
pants can depart from India back on whatever date works 
for them; it’s very flexible. 

January is the best time to visit India. The only days we, as 
all group members, could be together in District 3040’s 
program, are from Jan. 5 to 14, 2023. I will be coordinating 
and arranging our visits within this duration with District 
3040. 

Usually, Indian Rotary districts hold a Polio Immunization 
Day in January. If so, we may participate in the National 
Polio Immunization Day as well. Besides Rotary, we also 
plan to sightsee and visit many of the world’s known mon-
uments, including the Taj Mahal. 

While visiting D3040, we will be staying with local Rotari-
ans in their homes. There will be a few nights when we 
may be staying in hotels. Besides Agra, we may plan to 

Friendship Exchange With India Being Planned 

https://www.google.com/travel/hotels/entity/CgsIzeTtkLuVw-KfARAB/lightbox/CAoSLEFGMVFpcFAxb1E3TkVxWlJsRnJSZ0RULUlHWGJ2dXlCYmhTRmQ4d05wT3c4?g2lb=2502548%2C2503771%2C2503781%2C4258168%2C4284970%2C4291517%2C4306835%2C4597339%2C4718358%2C4723331%2C4731329%2C47
https://www.tajmahal.gov.in/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzGqRGWSRhZSGfdxNTPvtDDPxVKj?projector=1&messagePartId=0.1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15-4LPsoqpP-VSDcbbmk7-nCmr-8mNeJA/view


 

 

Polio Statistics (As of Oct. 26) 
Wild Polio Virus Summary:  

New wild poliovirus isolates reported this week:  
Acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases: 0 
Environment: 1 
Others: 0  

New circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPV) 
isolates reported this week: 
AFP cases: 9 
Environment: 2 
Others:  7 

Headlines:       

• Oct. 24 marked World Polio Day and partners and 
countries around the world used the opportunity to 
raise awareness and resources for polio eradication. 
The WHO European Regional Office held an event 
celebrating 20 years since WPV certification. In Gene-
va, Rotary and WHO joined forces to discuss how the 
organization’s efforts to eradicate polio can now be 
applied to broader maternal and child health is-
sues.  Many thanks to all partners, friends, and coun-
tries who participated to make World Polio Day a suc-
cess around the world.  

• In a newly released video, Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative (GPEI) Director Aidan O’Leary’s shares a 
message on the important outcomes of last week’s po-
lio pledging moment in Berlin. 

• “When you put polio drops in a child’s mouth, you feel 
happiness inside, happiness that you have saved a 

child,” she says. “I urge people to come and work for 
this feeling. This work brings a lot of peace.”—Shiza, 
a polio vaccinator in Pakistan. Read more… 

• Novel oral polio vaccine type 2 (nOPV2) 
rollout: Approximately 500 million doses of nOPV2 
have been administered across 23 countries under its 
WHO Emergency Use Listing (EUL) to date. An addi-
tional 16 countries have met the requirements for 
nOPV2 use in the event of an outbreak. More infor-
mation on nOPV2. 

• In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo), 
three women are helping improve the lives of polio 
survivors and other people living with disability. 

visit Delhi and Jaipur before proceeding to the D3040 juris-
diction. 

As soon as Rotarians in our district interested in participat-
ing to this Exchange are identified, the final planning and 
scheduling of the trip will be done with the participants. 
Predeparture orientations will also be held. 

Considering the number of hosts required at each destina-
tion in District 3040, the Indian district has asked us to 
keep the team size to 5 couples or a combination of couples 
and singles preferably not exceeding 10 individuals in total. 

Expenses 

The total expenses per person could vary anywhere from 
$2,500 to $4,000, depending upon how many places we 
plan to visit outside D3040, which may require purchasing 
airlines tickets and hotels, which travel class you prefer to 
travel in, food, and entry fees to various monuments. Each 
one of us will be responsible to for our own expenses. Each 
participant pays about $300 for District Conference regis-
tration, which includes the cost of staying two nights at the 
Taj Hotel venue. Currently, the economy airline ticket is 

around $1,500 round trip in January. The current exchange 
rate is about 80 rupees per U.S. dollar. 

I will guide you in buying airline tickets and paying regis-
tration fees online. No travel agency will be involved. 

Additional Expenses 

The following are additional expenses: 

Passport and/or visa costs, small gift for the hosts, and pos-
sible admission fees to tourist sites, which are very mini-
mal, and immunization costs 

Time Plan 

We hope to have our team assembled and travel plan final-
ized by Dec. 15, 2022. So please contact me at your earliest 
convenience if interested or if you need more information. I 
will help in applying for a visa. The visa processing by 
theds Indian Consulate may take about a week. 

For further information and if you are interested in partici-
pating in the group, please contact Surinder Sethi at home, 
(309) 662-4050, or via mobile phone, (309) 310-6187. My 
email address is surindersethi@hotmail.com. 

https://rotary.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b86c595ab48f9263aacabf3be&id=7ba766de78&e=2448df965d
https://rotary.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b86c595ab48f9263aacabf3be&id=7ba766de78&e=2448df965d
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qss2z8YQZw
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/five-change-makers-in-the-eastern-mediterraneans-polio-eradication-programme/
https://polioeradication.org/nOPV2/
https://polioeradication.org/nOPV2/
mailto:surindersethi@hotmail.com


 

 

Membership  

Workshop  
Registration Open 

Club presidents, membership chairs, and people 

who are passionate about growing Rotary: Please 

mark your calendars to attend a two-part workshop 

on Nov. 9 and 10 via Zoom. 

Register here. 

Let’s prioritize growing Rotary across all districts in 

Zones 30 and 31, including District 6490. The Heart 

of America, like many regions in North America, 

has been experiencing a downward trend in mem-

bership for the past several years. 

This is a fun, Imagine Rotary, inspiring way to 

jumpstart new clubs in our district! 

Dates: This is a two-part workshop on both 
Nov. 9 and 10 

Time: 5 p.m. CT/6 p.m. ET 
Register here 

This workshop will be guided by Zones 30 and 31 

Innovative Club Advocates Steve Sandbo, Jill Pie-

trusinski, Dennis Cooper, and Laura Carie. Growth 

is possible! This is a call to action. I hope you can 

join this future-oriented workshop, focused on creat-

ing positive change. 

Florida Disaster Relief 

The needs continue in Florida after the devastation 

left by Hurricane Ian. Many Rotarians have asked 

how to donate financially. Dave Wampler, Club 

President for the Lemon Bay Sunrise Rotary Club, is 

reaching out to fellow Rotarians across the country 

who want to help. They are asking for donations to 

their Relief Fund through their Club’s 501(c)3. Dave 

indicated they have assigned members of their board 

to identify and distribute help to those in need. 

Any funds donated should be made payable to 
Lemon Bay Sunrise Rotary Foundation and can 

be mailed to Lemon Bay Sunrise Rotary Club, 
P.O. Box 897, Englewood, FL 34295. 

The Charleston Rotary Club members and their families recently held 
a pancake and waffle event to fundraise for their community projects. 
Club President Jay Gatrell thanks his club members for their hard 
work and dedication in making another successful fundraiser.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwude-ppzoqGNO4wFIapXJTWl2j8--76Rb5
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwude-ppzoqGNO4wFIapXJTWl2j8--76Rb5

